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A unique option for
New York Families.
Welcome to Wetherby-Pembridge School New York. WetherbyPembridge is a unique school. It is a school where boys and girls
successfully combine academic engagement with zest and curiosity
that reach well beyond the classroom. It is a close-knit community
where parents and teachers work together to build confidence
and success.
I have the honour of being the Founding Head of School, so let
me tell you more about what makes us special. We are built on
the traditions of Wetherby School and Pembridge Hall in London,
but are responsive to the needs and aspirations of New York
families. We combine the merits of single-sex and co-education in
a unique provision that is both family-friendly and educationally
sound. Our curriculum is based on the rigorous English
National Curriculum, but it is enriched by New York City’s
education practice and infused with our school values: respect,
resilience, responsibility.
There is much more to Wetherby-Pembridge than academic
ambition. Our goal is that Wetherby-Pembridge children become
expert learners, prepared to embrace challenges and learn from
failure. Whilst setting high educational standards, our focus is
on inspiring each child to gain personal confidence and reach
success with integrity and good manners. It is this atmosphere,
family-oriented, ambitious and supportive, that makes
Wetherby-Pembridge such a special school to lead.
Throughout decades of history, Wetherby School and Pembridge
Hall have produced an impressive list of alumni. If you would see
your son or daughter joining their ranks, I would be delighted to
welcome you for a visit.
Kate Bailey
Head of School

www.wetherby-pembridge.org
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At Wetherby-Pembridge, the children enjoy a balanced,
diverse and inspiring academic programme, where they
are challenged and fulfilled at all stages.
Our curriculum is based on the English National Curriculum, which
encourages independent thinking from a young age, enabling young
learners to compete effectively in any international education setting.
Our provision is both family-friendly and educationally sound. Nursery
and Pre-Kindergarten are taught in a fully co-educational setting.
From Kindergarten, children learn English and Maths primarily in
a single-sex setting, while remaining together for all other subjects
and activities.
We may be new to New York, but we are backed by decades of
educational experience at Wetherby School and Pembridge Hall in
London and supported by experienced governors and a dedicated
Advisory Board.

A Strong
Academic
Tradition
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Our goal is that Wetherby-Pembridge children become
expert learners, prepared to embrace challenges and
learn from failure.
While setting high educational standards, our focus is on encouraging
a growth mindset, inspiring each child to gain personal confidence
and reach success with integrity, kindness and good manners. It is this
atmosphere, family-oriented, ambitious and supportive, that makes
Wetherby-Pembridge such a special school.

A Focus on the
Whole Child
www.wetherby-pembridge.org
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Encouraging
Independent
Thinking
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Inspiring
Confidence
www.wetherby-pembridge.org
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Preschool
For our youngest children (3+ to 5), the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS) ensures that every child’s
individual needs are met, while challenging yet achievable
activities encourage the development of new skills,
knowledge and learning. Our programme integrates
communication, language and numbers skills into play,
exploration and discovery both inside and outside.

Nursery
Preschool years are recognised as fundamental in the development of essential
social and cognitive skills and life-long attitudes to learning in children.
Housed in a spacious and airy classroom, with plenty of snug play spaces, our
nursery class children enjoy a warm and caring start to their learning journey.
During the course of the Nursery year, our children experience a rich
language environment, learn to speak and listen in a varied range of
situations. They explore a broad range of physical activities and learn the
importance of making healthy choices in relation to food and exercise.
They are supported in learning how to manage their feelings, understand
appropriate behaviour, and develop confidence in their own abilities.

My child has been happy and
excited to go to school each day.
The atmosphere is warm and inviting
and everyone genuinely cares.
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Through a rich and relevant set of topics, they begin to use phonic knowledge
to decode words; begin to form letters and engage in pre-writing and mark
making skills. We use real life situations to expose children to counting,
ordering numbers, problem solving, learning about space, shape and measure.
During their Nursery year, our little learners explore, observe and find out
about themselves, their family, their local communities and the environment.
They express their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities
in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.

Pre-Kindergarten
During the course of the Pre-Kindergarten year, most of our children
begin their adventures in reading, writing and counting. Their
emotional maturity continues to grow, so that they are ready to embrace
Kindergarten and the first key stage of formal education.
At Wetherby-Pembridge, children are given access to a wide range of
texts (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest
in reading. We encourage children to link sounds and letters and to
begin to read and write. Numeracy skills are developed with counting
physical objects, understanding and using numbers, solving addition
and subtraction problems, decoding patterns and sequences.
Our young children get involved in a variety of physical activities
and are supported in developing a positive sense of themselves, and
developing resilience, respect and a sense of responsibility.
Expressive arts and design projects enable our children to explore
and play with a wide range of media and materials. Additionally they
provide opportunities and encouragement for children to share
their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in
art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.
Pre-Kindergarten pupils also participate in Carnegie Hall’s Musical
Explorers programme.

www.wetherby-pembridge.org
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Lower School
For our Kindergarten to Grade 5 learners, pupils are
encouraged to take on more responsibility as they progress
throughout the school and independent learning and study
skills are introduced as the breadth of the curriculum
expands. The emphasis is on balance and academic rigour
with a focus on developing individual talent and personal
skills, whilst nurturing a love of learning for life.

Kindergarten to Grade 1
We recognise the success of the English National Curriculum in
best-preparing young learners to enter an ever more competitive field of
on-going education. We follow this programme at a challenging pace in
English, Mathematics and Science and this tested framework provides a
solid benchmark for achievement.
History, Geography and Cultural Studies are explored in a unique offering
of World History and Social Studies and an exciting programme of Sport,
Music, Creative Arts and Languages are showcased in regular performances
to which parents are warmly invited.
The curriculum is supported by a diverse range of day trips around
New York, all designed to extend and inspire further learning. The Whitney
Museum, Guggenheim, Historical Society and the New York Hall of Science
feature throughout the academic year.

I have enjoyed seeing my daughter thrive in
the last year, embrace learning. Her curiosity
of language and numbers has blossomed.
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The students are visited by a range of speakers from ‘Veggiecation’ to talk
about Healthy Eating, the NYPD and FDNY to address matters of safety and
local community support, notable authors from New York and beyond
and experts from all professions to inspire Wetherby-Pembridge students
to consider what they want to be when they grow up. The programme is
inspired to develop a diverse range of life skills and interests.

Grade 2 to 5
We offer a broad and balanced syllabus that follows the National
Curriculum and elements of the ISEB curriculum. The inspiring and
challenging range of subjects are designed to provide a well-rounded
educational experience and higher order thinking skills are woven into
all aspects of the School Day. Our students are encouraged to question
and become independent, curious learners. Whilst academic achievement
is celebrated across the Lower School, equal emphasis is placed on pupil
personal development.
The children are taught mainly by their class teachers. Art, Computing,
Drama, Spanish, Classics, Music and Games are taught by specialist teachers.
The curriculum covers English, Mathematics, Science, World History,
Geography, Spanish, Classics, Art and Design, Music, Drama, Games and
Physical Education, Computing, World Religions, Preparation for the 11+
(for those who wish to send their children to school in the UK).
Through the PSHEE curriculum (Personal, Social, Health and Economic
Education), children are given the opportunity to explore attitudes, values
and beliefs to develop the skills and strategies to manage issues that may
arise in their lives. Topics explore different ways to stay healthy and adopt
core values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect
for others.
Our school philosophy and practice are further explored through topics
which promote resilience, courage, bouncing back from setbacks, looking
on the bright side, understanding emotions and relationships, the
importance of humour, the ingredients for success and understanding
and preventing bullying. Opportunities to develop a sense of the value of
money are also created outside the classroom with real life scenarios, such
as charity fundraising events throughout the school year.

www.wetherby-pembridge.org

13

Middle School
For our eldest pupils in Grades 6 to 8, this is a time of
expansion, development and growth. A challenging and
rich curriculum is balanced with responsibility, culture,
arts and opportunity. By the time our pupils reach the end
of Grade 8, they are prepared to excel, confident that they
take with them excellent study success and results.

Grade 6 to 8
Based on our track record of success preparing our UK students for
top senior schools, Wetherby-Pembridge equips our students to
attend top independent High Schools across the US, internationally
and in the UK. From Grade 6, families meet with the Head of School
to prepare for the future path they wish to take and students are
placed on the right academic track to account for correct testing and
assessment requirements.
Students become part of our international alumni network and there
are opportunities for exchange programmes between our London
and New York schools from Grade 7 and 8. Wetherby-Pembridge
families and students learn about reputable Senior Schools in the US
and beyond through regular Senior School events hosted at 7 East 96
Street. This way, a familiarity of top on-going schools is developed and
a personal understanding achieved of what it takes to reach carefullyselected academic goals for the future. When appropriate, scholarship
tracks are actively encouraged for those students aspiring to top
academic, creative, musical and sporting awards.
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The core subjects will be complimented by World History, Geography,
Spanish, Classics, Drama, Music, Art and Computing which will
continue to be taught by specialist teachers. Wetherby-Pembridge will
offer expert and targeted support to students whilst ensuring they are
provided with opportunities to learn in larger environments through
senior school links, particularly in the STEM subjects.
Basic Study Skills are also taught to help students manage time
effectively and organise heavier working schedules independently.
Work Experience and Young Enterprise opportunities are encouraged
in the Middle School, with a view to prepare our students for the wider
world and to become ambassadors of the School. Leadership and
fundraising opportunities are presented so that students grow into
expected responsibilities within the School community.
Annual dramatic performances in the Middle School take place in
the School Theater and Music Concerts celebrate all Lower and Middle
School Choirs, orchestras and ensembles. Debating societies, public
speaking opportunities and competitive sporting team events form
an expected balance to all academic responsibilities. WetherbyPembridge promotes a culture of excellence strongly founded on the
three school values of respect, responsibility and resilience.

www.wetherby-pembridge.org
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Athletics
Our children participate in an exciting range of sports
with specialist trained teachers. The children are
encouraged to develop their physical and spatial skills.
Body awareness and co-ordination are developed
through movement games and activities using small and
larger apparatus.
We partner with the 92Y and Swimming and PE is offered all year
round from Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 3. Additional Seasonal Sports
include Soccer, Hockey, Basketball, T-Ball and Tennis. Our students take
part in the 'Rising New York Road Runners' Club which encourages
children as young as 4 to run across New York and adopt a mindset of
exercise for life. Children also have the chance to take up sabre fencing
at the Tim Morehouse Fencing Club on the Upper West Side and we
partner with the Chelsea FC Youth Soccer Programme in New York. The
School has also partnered with Play Rugby USA and takes part in the
annual school rugby tournament in the local area.
Health, fitness and well-being is valued across the School and each
child is encouraged to adopt a positive view for a balanced and
fulfilling lifestyle.
As they move through the school there is increased focus on
competitive sporting activities, team work and good sportsmanship
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Our Home
First constructed in 1913, Ogden Codman house was
built in 1913 as a five story Neo French renaissance town
house. Situated at 7 East 96th Street at 5th Avenue, the
school is just 200 feet from Central Park and in the heart
of the Carnegie Hill neighborhood of the Upper East
Side. This area is known for its historic charm, plentiful
cultural institutions and small neighbourhood feel.
The building provides 15,000 sq ft of wonderful light and airy
teaching spaces over its 6 floors. On-site facilities at 7 East 96th
Street include a dedicated Art and Design Technology studio,
Science Lab, and an expertly curated Library. At the heart of school
life is the Founders’ Hall: it is here that school assemblies, music
performances and educational seminars are hosted.
A fully catered, community-style lunch is served in the dining
facility to all pupils. Nursery children have the safety of a private
outdoor courtyard for playtimes.
As a Manhattan school, we take advantage of the many amenities
right on our doorstep: Central Park is only steps away and where our
preschool children enjoy daily walks. From Kindergarten, children
experience educational trips to the world-renowned Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Carnegie Hall and many more collections to
complement the formal curriculum.

www.wetherby-pembridge.org
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EAST HARLEM

Museum of
the City of
New York

MANHATTAN

The Jewish
Museum
Museum
of Natural
History

CARNEGIE HILL

The Metropolitan
Museum of Art

CENTRAL
PARK

YORKVILLE

UPPER EAST SIDE

Central
Zoo Park
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Asia Society
and Museum
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