
Who: Valerie Macaulay

Children: Luca (Kindergarten), Cosi (Early Years)

At school: Braeburn House Captain. “I love the camaraderie, not only for the kids, but also because it’s 
connecting the parents—we haven’t really been able to do that for the last two years. Although it’s just 
friendly competition, it’s exciting to hear if your team has won for the school term or year.”

Away from school: Co-founder, La Ligne, a striped-filled women’s clothing line that launched in 2016. 
They now have shops in NYC, Dallas, Palm Beach, and (opening soon) Greenwich. “I was at Vogue for 
10 years, and I left about nine years ago with a colleague 
that I met there. The way people were consuming fashion 
was changing, and we strove to create a direct-to-consumer 
brand that was not too precious, at a price point that was 
more accessible. Stripes were a no-brainer because they were 
always the anchor pieces in our own closets and the pieces we 
kept investing in. It’s a graphic you can always push forward. 

The clothes we make are reflective of how a busy, modern 
woman is living her life. We don’t skimp on quality, fabric, 
details, or construction, but these are not tricky pieces 
to throw on. They can easily carry you from a breakfast 
meeting to a cocktail. We aimed to make a kind of uniform 
for ourselves to get us through the week, and we hope that 
resonates with other women.  Starting a business from 
absolute scratch is daunting—terrifying. Thankfully, you 
don’t realize how much work it is. I don’t know how many 
people would start a business if they knew. You take it each 
day as it comes, and you work through it. 

We’re lucky that we have wonderful people in our lives that paid it forward, and a lot of people in 
fashion that were happy to help us give us advice. Two of the most thrilling things were seeing orders 
come in on the day our website launched, and seeing our clothes on people I don’t know in the wild—
like at the airport or on the street. I will never get sick of that and it really makes it all worth it.”

Expert wisdom:
- “Don’t be afraid to wear stripes on stripes—it’s never too much.”

- “Trust your instinct about what you love and trust your own personal style. Some people like 
oversized sweaters, some people like things that fit very close to the body. It’s just not a good way to 
go through your day fussing with a piece that isn’t you. You don’t have to be so trend-driven.”

- “Don’t be afraid of color. We now make our best-selling sweater, the Marin Sweater, in every single 
shade. I’ll wear the mint green with pale pink or navy pants. It’s fun to play with different colors and 
shades. Stripes don’t always have to be nautical.” 

What she loves about Wetherby-Pembridge: “I love the community and how international it is. I grew 
up in New York, and even though it’s a very transient city, most of my friends have been here our entire 
lives. I love the idea of exposing my children to a cultural plurality. It’s one of the best parts of living in 
New York.”



Who: Dino Valaoritis

Child: Leo (Grade 1)

At school: Holiday decorations team, 2020 and 2021. “I figured out how to get the power cord for the 
Christmas lights through the Founders Hall window—that’s a bit of knowledge that we need to figure 
out how to pass on from parent to parent. There are some secret little panes in the huge sash window 
that hinge.” Currently, he said, his principal role is “pressuring the administration to have more drinks 
parties. It’s a British school! And we have two years to make up for.”

Away from school: Owner of Siena Design, a company that makes custom light fixtures, metal medicine 
cabinets, bath accessories, and other shiny things (mostly in metal 
and glass) for apartment towers and hotels. He is currently in the 
middle of shipping 12,000 items for the MGM New York New York 
hotel in Las Vegas. He also makes light fixtures and furniture for 
Waterworks. “I started in architecture, and then I decided I wanted to 
sell things instead of services. 

I figured out how to make lamps by myself by renting a table from 
a friend who had a lighting restoration studio in Williamsburg. I was 
drilling, grinding, and wiring, and if I ran into a challenge, I would 
badger one of her people to explain things to me. I caught my first 
break getting an order for 100 desk lamps for offices at Tiffany & 
Co. Pretty soon it grew past the phase of making everything myself, 
to sourcing from factories, first in the US, and then in China. For the 
last 15 years or so, I’ve been making most everything in China. The 
product is mostly for apartment towers and hotels. Our fixtures end 
up in corridors, kitchens, baths, entries, and hotel bedrooms. 

A giant chandelier that we made is hanging over the bar at the 
Stumptown Coffee at the Ace Hotel on 29th Street. It’s fun working with my old tribe—interior designers 
and architects. They come up with creative ideas, and then I translate them into objects that not 
only can be made but will actually last—especially in hotels, where the guests are bent on destroying 
everything.”

Expert wisdom:

- “Always carry a box cutter—and Band-aids or some 3M skin tape for 
children. I can’t imagine not having a knife in my pocket. What if you need 
to cut open a box or a package? Core an apple at the playground? Carve a 
yellow zucchini into a duck? 

A few nights ago a 91-year-old woman with dementia down the hall locked 
herself out of her apartment. The box cutter wasn’t quite up to it, so I took 
a hacksaw blade, bent it, and slim-jimmed into her apartment. I don’t carry 
around a hacksaw blade, but maybe now I’ll add one to my go-bag.”

- “When you start your business, consider not sourcing it in a place with 
huge macro headwinds like China.”



- “Hoard incandescent light bulbs now because they’re gradually being phased out and eventually might 
even be illegal. I sell tens of thousands of LEDs, but I don’t use LED lights if I can avoid it. We stare into 
LED screens all the time, and we’re jangling our brains plenty, so I don’t want my home and office light 
bulbs to do that, too. I get incandescent bulbs that are 10,000 hours, so much better than the 1,500-
hour junky ones you get at the hardware store. Look for 60W and 75W incandescent A19 bulbs online. I 
get them from 1000bulbs.com for about a buck-and-a-half each. Make sure they are incandescent, as the 
new filament LEDs look very similar.”

What he loves about Wetherby-Pembridge: “Leo came in from a half-day, play-based preschool 
and was way behind the rising kids in reading and math. The school brought him up to speed in a 
remarkable way, not making him feel self-conscious or behind. 

For the first couple of months, the full day and the material were a bit of a shock, but by Thanksgiving 
of kindergarten, he hit his stride and was eager to run through the door every morning. It’s a 
paradoxical combination of British ‘just getting on with it,’ while also being incredibly warm and 
thoughtful about your individual child. 

They find all sorts of fun ways to reward the kids for effort and to build their confidence and pride. 
Every private school says they are student-centered, but Wetherby Pembridge is at another level. It’s 
remarkable that teachers of other grades are nonetheless aware of him as an individual, and actively 
engaged in helping him progress.”


