
Who: Joseph T. Rallo

Children: Joey Jr. (Pre-K)

At school: I look forward to getting more involved at Wetherby-Pembridge and connecting with Joey’s 
teachers and classmates’ parents. At the moment my incredible wife, Ashley, is leading the charge as 
the Pre-K class rep.

Away from school: I have been the Chief Executive Officer of EF Hutton, a global investment bank, 
since I co-founded the firm in May of 2020. In September of 2022, we took one of our companies in the 
EF Hutton Family—EF Hutton Acquisition Corporation I—public onto the Nasdaq in the form of a Special 
Purpose Acquisition Company (SPAC) under the ticker symbol EFHT. We will look to complete a reverse 
merger and take a private company in the consumer goods industry public onto the Nasdaq through 
this vehicle.

I aspired to work in finance from a young age. My father was in the food business and always 
encouraged me to pave my own path in an industry that I loved. With his help, I started investing in the 
stock market at around 11 years old. I found it absolutely fascinating and would check the newspaper 
every day after school to see if my stocks were up or down. As I progressed through high school, I 
secured internships with prominent banks such as Morgan Stanley, further developing my interest in 
the sector. I played lacrosse and was able to leverage that to get a scholarship to attend the University 
of Notre Dame, which had one of the top undergrad business programs in the world. During college, 
I majored in finance and enjoyed internships with Lehman Brothers and others. I ultimately chose to 
begin my career as an investment banker in San Francisco after graduation. 
  
The past 15 years of hard work and believing in myself has ultimately led me to where I am today. 
Starting an investment bank during COVID-19 was challenging to say the least, but watching my firm 
grow over the last two years has been incredibly rewarding. Since co-founding the firm in May of 2020, 
we have raised over $12 billion for emerging growth companies, and advising clients on various merger 
and acquisition mandates. 

I believe in building long-term lasting relationships with clients to better understand their needs and 
help them achieve their goals through innovative and creative solutions. According to Bloomberg, 
EF Hutton is ranked as the #1 underwriter in total US IPO issuance by all investment banks in 2022, 
inclusive of both traditional IPO and SPAC IPO transactions. 



Expert wisdom: Everyone thought I was a mad man for creating a new investment bank at the height of 
the pandemic. Two years later, I look back and see that everyone who doubted me actually motivated 
me. 
 
Here are some of my favorite quotes:
 
“Behind every strong man, is an even stronger woman.”
 
“Success is hastened or delayed by one’s habits. It is not your passing inspirations or brilliant ideas 
so much as your everyday mental habits that control your life.” - Paramahansa Yogananda
  
“The pen that writes your life story must be held in your own hand.” - Irene C. Kassorla

What he loves about Wetherby-Pembridge: My favorite thing is how excited Joey Jr. is to go to school 
every day. The teachers take such an active and intimate role in our children’s education and overall 
development, and it really is evident as I’ve noticed Joey Jr.’s development over the past couple 
months. 

My wife and I like how the school has an international focus and exposes its students to a multitude of 
cultures, backgrounds, and perspectives.


